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SPAC Habitat Monitoring and Long-Term Maintenance Subcommittee  
Meeting Summary 

August 12, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. via Teams 
 
List of Attendees:
☒  John O’Meara, Chair, Detroit/Rouge River AOCs 
☐  Tennille Newsome, ARC 
☐  Chris O’Meara, ARC and RRAC 
☒  Erma Leaphart, Healing Our Waters 
☒  Bob Burns, Detroit River AOC 
☐  McKenzi Waliczek, Detroit River AOC 
☒  Paulette Duhaime, St. Clair River AOC 
☐  Lynnea McFadden, St. Clair River AOC  
☐  Melanie Foose, EGLE 
☐  Doug McLaughlin, Kalamazoo River Watershed Council 
☒  Mikela Dean, Clinton River Watershed Council  
 
General 
SPAC Habitat Subcommittee website link: https://www.allianceofrougecommunities.com/spachabitat.html 
 
Introductions  
John O’Meara mentioned there were several invitees who originally planned on attending the meeting, 
but had other commitments come up. 
 
Depository Website Discussion 
- John O. shared his screen of the website and informed the subcommittee that it has been updated 

with summaries on each of the PACs that have submitted something. This includes adding pictures 
and other relevant information. Examples of monitoring/maintenance and fliers are available on the 
website as well. 

- Bob B. appreciated the addition of pictures and suggested sending more photos from Sugar and 
Celeron. He mentioned that they had already sent a couple of photos from Sugar and discussed the 
possibility of sending more. 

- John O. encouraged the subcommittee to continue submitting information and photos, noting that 
they aim to keep the site updated with examples of monitoring and maintenance. He also mentioned 
the possibility of linking additional information through each of the organizations. 

- John O. plans to show the website updates at the upcoming SPAC meeting in Muskegon to get more 
people interested in participating.  

- Mikela will send Chris O’Meara her information for the website.  John O. will look into sending notice 
out to the subcommittee about any other topical banners to provide information that others will be 
interested in. 

- Erma L. raised a question about whether Phragmites is highlighted anywhere on the website. John O. 
responded that while it is not currently a specific call-out, it could be added as a banner topic. 

- John shared his perspective that Phragmites might be reaching a point of avoidable acceptance, 
meaning that while it should be avoided where possible, it may need to be accepted in some areas due 
to its widespread presence. 

- Bob B. shared a positive story about controlling Phragmites on a couple of their projects. He explained 
that the USFWS sprayed a section of Phragmites last fall at Sugar Island, and it did not regrow this 
year, allowing native brush to fill in the area.   

- John O. and Bob B. discussed the Native American perspective on invasive species, noting that they 
view changes in the environment as natural and believe in adapting to these changes rather than 
trying to eradicate them.  
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- Bob B. noticed that on the river this year, there were loosestrife beetles at Stony Island.  Some have 
also been noticed on shoals of Celeron Island.  Mikela noticed she had run into teasel (thistle) recently. 

- Erma L. suggested creating a banner for Invasive Species on the website. John O. agreed and 
mentioned that they could provide information on various invasive species that people might be 
interested in. 

 
Upcoming Events  
- John O. reminded the team about the upcoming summit in Toledo and encouraged everyone to 

attend.  
- John O. concluded the meeting, thanking participants for their input and encouraging them to 

continue providing feedback and updates for the website. 
 
 
 
 
 


