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SPAC Habitat Monitoring and Long-Term Maintenance Subcommittee  
Meeting Summary 

February 19, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. via Teams 
 
List of Attendees:
☒  John O’Meara, Chair, Detroit/Rouge River AOCs 
☐  Tennille Newsome, ARC 
☐  Noel Mullett, ARC 
☐  Chris O’Meara, ARC and RRAC 
☐  Erma Leaphart, Healing Our Waters 
☒  Bob Burns, Detroit River AOC 
☒  McKenzi Waliczek, Detroit River AOC 
☒  Paulette Duhaime, St. Clair River AOC 
☒  Lynnea McFadden, St. Clair River AOC  
☐  Melanie Foose, EGLE 
☐  Doug McLaughlin, Kalamazoo River Watershed Council 
☒  Mikela Dean, Clinton River Watershed Council  
☒  Jennifer Tewkesbury, EGLE  
☒  Brian Egen,  
 
John O’Meara discussed the website’s content, which includes monitoring and maintenance examples, 
meeting notes, and other relevant information to support habitat projects. Some highlights were: 

- State site now has link to this SPAC Habitat site. 
- Emphasized the need for more examples throughout the state. Although, different regions of the 

state have unique needs, the basic principles are the same and examples are beneficial.  
- Discussed advertising events of interest that are occurring within the different regions. 
- Based on previous discussion last summer, a push to reach out to other regional PACs 

representatives and encourage them to add information of interest to the site.  
- Suggested showing the website at the next meeting to help generate more ideas.  

 
John O. asked if there were any thoughts, ideas, or suggestions to add to the website. 

- Paulette Duhaime suggested a list of grant opportunities for maintenance from the state and/or 
private organizations, plus to include a submission timeline. 

- John added ideas for adding this type of information to the site, such as box to include relative 
topics or hot topics. 

- Mikela Dean suggested adding maps with listed habitat projects done by different AOCs. 
- John suggested diverse ways to include this information and asked if anyone recalls EGLEs maps 

and if they included information such as this. 
- Jen T. will check if links could be added to the website.  
- It was suggested that adding this information could generate similar ideas for others regarding 

habitat restoration, including using information to write grants or contact information. 
 

John O. asked if there were other topics worth exploring or interested in and if so to email him.  
 
Paulette mentioned they have been visiting habitat projects and reviewing their condition in the past and 
decided that it was not the best used of the remaining funding. She also mentioned that two BUIs are 
getting delisted, and moving forward, the focus is to developed stewardship projects and involving the 
community in maintaining certain sites.  
 
Lynnea stated that they are looking at entering fee-for-service contracts for maintenance. She stated the 
importances to maintain the habitat projects and make sure the work done these past 10 years is still 
doing its job. By working with municipalities, stewardships, and entering in contracts shows continued 
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benefits of the habitat projects along the river. This exposure of the work will help with additional funding 
for continued habitat projects in the future.  
 
Paulette added that one of the communities that they are working with, previously rejected any offers, 
but with the new leadership, they are very interested in helping to maintain the site.   
 
Brian Egan stated that the monitoring at the River Raisin is active plus they are actively looking back at 
some of the work done with dam removal and fish passage in the river. One of the sanitary sewers that 
run through the river needs to be relocated. Additionally, at one of the low head  they are also modeling 
for removing that dam and entirely rerouting the sanitary sewer. This project should be starting this 
summer.  
 
McKenzi Waliczek stated that they started a subcommittee for habitat projects and are starting to look 
back at various proposed original projects that did not make the priority list, and revisiting what 
opportunities are still available and which ones may have diversified since the formation of the list. They 
also implemented a community forum process to solicit ideas and vision from community members to 
help supplement the work done with partners and municipalities and developing an annual list.  
 
John discussed looking into LAMP focused projects as a pathway to other agencies and projects. He 
mentioned that Friends of Detroit River looked at getting on the Lake Erie LAMP and this might be the 
future of project opportunities. 
 
John mentioned for the group to have conversations with others outside their individual AOC and that  
the SPAC meetings is beneficial. 
 
John asked if there were any question for the group? 

- McKenzi mentioned promoting each group’s PAC meetings to help get some more folks involved 
in the public advisor councils as a website idea.  

- Jen T. noted that AOCs habitat work is winding down and EPA is looking at moving funding for 
direct BUI removals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


