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Background
ÅHigh-velocity stormwater  discharge.

ÅFloodplain affected by sediment accretion .

ÅDisconnected floodplain from the river

ÅCreated perched wetland areas

ÅInvasive species suppressed functionality.

ÅDegraded  the aquatic and terrestrial habitats

Restoring wetland habitats along this portion 
of the Rouge River was necessary to help 
repair wetland hydrology, manage invasive 
species, and diversify the flora.



Background



Project Timeline
ÅDuration: 10/1/22 ɀ 12/31/25

ÅConstruction Began: June 2023

ÅPlanted: August 2023

ÅAdditional Planting: June 2024

ÅVegetation Maintenance: May 1 ɀ Oct 15



Project Timeline

ÅFloodplain excavated to near the bankfull elevation.

ÅTopsoil /brush or phragmites roots removed .

ÅVarying soil depths for ponding areas to 1-ft depths. 

ÅTopsoil worked into newly exposed subsoil and graded.

ÅMixture of woody material used to create habitat .

ÅImproved stormwater  outfall to the creek.



Johnson Creek Restoration Projects Michigan Sea Grant

1.9 Acres  of
Habitat Restored



Johnson Creek Restoration Projects Michigan Sea Grant

35 different native species
3,172 herbaceous plugs

436 shrubs
60 trees


