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Rouge River Advisory Council (RRAC)  
Draft Meeting Summary 

October 21, 2025, at 11:30 a.m. at LTU 
 

 

Others Present: 
Chris O’Meara, ARC 
Alexis Gelston, Stantec 
Noel Mullett, ARC 
Sam Davis, FOTR 
Heather Rice, WCWRC 
Ashley Allen, HRC 
Maria Willett, Dearborn 
Grayson Obey, DWSD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of Attendees: 
 

Introductions  
Marie McCormick called the meeting to order.  Marie completed roll call by asking attendees to introduce 
themselves with their name, affiliation and whether or not a voting member.  There were 13 voting 
members present. Introductions were completed.  
 
Approval of Meeting Summary 
Marie McCormick reviewed the meeting summary from July 15, 2025. The motion to approve the meeting 
summary was made by Bill Craig, Holliday Nature Preserve and seconded by Sally Petrella, Friends of 
Rouge Park and passed unanimously by voting members.  
 
Old Business 
None at this time. 
 
EGLE & EPA Update 
John O’Meara reported the following for EGLE and EPA: 

- EPA GLNPO is on furlough as of this week. 
- EPA and EGLE working on next round of grant funding with decisions being made for 2026.  Also 

“forecasting’ for 2027 and 2028 to understand general future dollar needs. 
 
Marie asked if the AOC program will be impacted by the current administration.  John O. said there is no 
budget at this time but when there is he expects GLRI to be funded. Marie expressed the hope that Julie 
could update the group on this when she is back. 
 
  

Present Absent Voting Members 
X  Marie McCormick, Chair, Citizen  
X  Dan Ballnik, Citizen 
X  Don Carpenter, Drummond Carpenter 
X  Bill Craig, Holliday Nature Preserve Association 
X  Jacy Garrison, Oakland County 
 X Erma Leaphart, Sierra Club, SPAC Representative 
 X Trisha Gabriel, Livonia  

X  John O’Meara, ECT  
X  Lauren Eaton, Citizen 
X  Sally Petrella, Friends of Rouge Park  
X  Ashley Flintoff, Friends of the Rouge 
X  Brandy Siedlaczek, Southfield 
X  Tyler Sonoga, Farmington Hills, Vice Chair 
X  Dean Tuomari, Citizen  
X  Shawn Duke, Stantec  
 X Donna Kashian, Wayne State  
 X John Gundry, Wayne County Parks  

X  Sue Thompson, Wayne DPS  
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Rouge AOC Grants Update  
Status of Projects 
John O’Meara reported grant status information has been included in the packet and reviewed the 
following:  

- 2 projects have been completed 
- 4 in design phase 
- 3 in construction phase 
- 4 in maintenance phase 

 
Ashley Flintoff expressed concern about the Sprague Drain project.  FOTR was out sampling and 
witnessed sedimentation, washout and not much erosion control.  John O. stated that he assumes that 
the contractor is aware and is addressing the issues but would need to look at the contractor specs.  He 
said he will reach out to HRC to follow up. 
 
After the RRAC meeting John O. provided the following information received from HRC: 
 
In follow up to the question regarding stabilization measure at the Sprague Drain (Firefighters Park) 
habitat project the following information was provided by HRC (Troy and OC): 

• A SESC complaint was turned into OC on Oct 13th by Sally. 
• October 13th, Engineers went to site to inspect and found large sediment plume stream from the 

north  
• Contractor installed more SESC measures on the project site 
• OC investigation on October 14th found turbid sediment plume starting north of the project site 

through the project site. 
• October 14th...”A crew was out putting stone along the streambank at the Project site. Doesn’t 

look as bad today.  There was a sediment plume coming down into Fire Fighter Park from the N. 
Branch. Traced it back to a storm inlet coming in from the west just South of Basswood Dr.  Not 
sure where the sediment plume came from, but it may be done. Flow in the north Branch of the 
Drain is pretty stagnant. 

 
In summary it appears the sediment plum came from upstream and hopefully this was a random one-off 
incident.  However, the project contractor has added additional control measures to the site as well. 
 
Bill stated it appeared that the submergent plantings at Wilcox have struggled. John O. indicated that the 
contractor/team are looking at what type of plant is surviving and planting more of those species. The 
contractor has done a replanting of areas this year with plants that seemed to survive better already.  He 
will continue to evaluate and replant another round next year based on those results.  Part of the issue is 
sedimentation in this reach covering the plants.  The contractor will continue to plant additional plants 
and will try to rectify the issue within the grant funds.  John discussed trying to see if nurseries have larger 
sized aquatic plants, which may have a better survival rate. 
 
Marie asked when volunteer efforts could begin at Wilcox and Phoenix.  John O. said there is still another 
year of maintenance but will reach out to her and see what/when volunteers could do. 
 
ARC LTU Restoration Project 
Marie introduced Chris Bobryk, who gave a presentation on the ARC’s restoration project on the campus 
of Lawrence Technological University (LTU). The presentation included background information, the 
project timeline and the restoration activities. 
 
Don Carpenter added that the project is a huge success.  He noted that prior to restoration it was rare to 
find anything living within that reach of the river. He said that after construction, both FOTR and LTU have 
done sampling and that now he has seen it filled with minnow and crayfish and considers it an instant 
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success! He said the restoration provides habitat for fish to “pull off” and rest in during their travels and 
that the wetland now has light, prior to restoration it was so overgrown that nothing could survive. He 
noted that it is now more inviting to herons, and the habitat logs and other structures are attracting 
turtles. 
  
Marie asked what a hyporheic aquifer was which was listed as part of the restoration activities.  Chris B. 
responded that it is similar to how a rain garden works, it's a subsurface zone where surface water can 
percolate into the soil and then slowly filter back into the stream through an existing groundwater seep. 
 
PAC Business 
Update on Outreach Habitat Tours Subcommittee 
Noel Mullett reported some highlights from the subcommittee were: 

• Participated in Wayne County Parks Bugtopia and Stroller Roll on July 19 with an RRAC table. 
• ARC HOW Tour grant: The 8/20 bus tour went the Fishway and Wilcox Lake 
• Partnered with Wayne County Parks Naturalists and Plymouth Library to hold an event at Wilcox 

Lake on August 21st.  
• At these events, the recruitment package is being used to provide history, map and list. 
• Had a meeting September 23, 2025 
• Next meeting is November 18 and will be a Teams meeting with signage as the topic with 

common outreach messages.  They will be discussing developing a handout for the RRAC AOC 
past, present and future along with project site cheat sheets. Shawn D. suggested maybe a 3-
question survey could be created for the public. 

 
Update on Recruitment Package (FOTR) 
FOTR stated the Recruitment Package has been completed and there is no update. 
 
Update on Organizational Development (FOTR) 
FOTR stated that the engagement work has been completed and there is no update. Lauren Eaton gave 
an update on other FOTR activities: 

• Fall Bug Hunt on 10/11 with 15 teams at 29 sites. 
• They were able to sample the Main 3-4 which included some sites they haven’t been to since 

2018/17 because of the conditions. 
• They found some exciting species at Fordson Island including the lilliput mussel which is critically 

endangered along with the clubtail dragonflie 
• Hosted an ID night with volunteers 
• Fish monitoring done at 20 sites, 3,859 fish.   
• Research diver documented redside dace on the Upper branch in Heritage Park but FOTR did not 

find any in Upper in surveys. Here is the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMYSfFXPFvc 
• FOTR will be increasing their skills of IDing 
• Planning more education to the public 

 
New PAC Support Grant 
John O. reported that the draft grant application was sent to RRAC members for comments and final 
approval.  Based on that the ARC expects to submit the grant to EGLE within the next week. 
 
New Voting Members 
Marie reviewed the request by Ashley Flintoff to become a voting member representing Friends of the 
Rouge.  The motion to approve Ashley as a voting member was made by Brandy Siedlaczek, Southfield 
and seconded by Jacy Garrison, Oakland County and passed unanimously by voting members. 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMYSfFXPFvc
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Renew Voting Members 
Marie reviewed the voting members that are up for renewal including: McCormick, Ballnik, Sonoga, Craig, 
Garrison, Siedlaczek, Eaton (as citizen), Kashian, Gundry, and Gabriel.  Don Carpenter did not wish to 
return as a voting member.  All terms will begin 1/1/26 and go through 12/31/27.  The motion to approve 
the term renewals was made by Ashley Flintoff, FOTR and seconded by Shawn Duke, Stantec. 
 
RRAC Chair and Vice Chair  
Marie reported that Chris O. sent emails out asking for volunteers to run for Chair and Vice Chair.  Ashley 
Flintoff asked to be considered for Chair and Tyler Sonoga said he would run for Vice Chair unless 
someone else would like to run.  Maria asked if there were any others present that would like to be 
considered for the open positions.  Shawn Duke said he would like to run for the Vice Chair position and 
Tyler Sonoga removed his name.  The motion to approve Ashley Flintoff as Chair beginning 1/1/26 
through 12/31/27 was made by Don Carpenter, Drummond Carpenter, and seconded by Sue Thompson, 
Wayne County and passed unanimously by voting members.  The motion to approve Shawn Duke as Vice 
Chair beginning 1/1/26 through 12/31/27 was made by Tyler Sanoga, Farmington Hills and seconded by 
Dan Ballnik, Citizen and passed unanimously by voting members. 
 
SPAC Report 
SPAC Meeting  
Lauren reported the following highlights of the SPAC meeting. 

- SPAC meeting is October 22-23 in Muskegon and will be a celebration of delisting 
- SPAC roles and responsibilities are being reviewed 
- Discussing what the expectations are for the AOC program 
- Discussed the MiEnviro portal and the difficulty in navigating and the hope to be able to search by 

HUC codes in the future 
 

SPAC Habitat Subcommittee 
John O’Meara reported the group met once since our last meeting and they continued to provide 
information for the SPAC Habitat Subcommittee web page.  They will be working on including monitoring 
and maintenance examples and check lists on the web page.  Finally, they will focus on getting links to the 
page on other sites so people can access the information.  EGLE is still working on the legal side with 
hopes of adding a link to the off-site page (this was done on Wednesday October 22nd) 
 
SPAC Organizational Subcommittee 
Lauren Eaton reported on outreach events that other PACs have done including: 

- Friends of the Detroit River community forums 
- St. Clair had their Sturgeon Festival 
- AOC Cross Agency Summit in Ohio with several RRAC members attending 
- Presentation was done at the last meeting by the St. Clair River on drinking water and the general 

public’s perception 
- Next SPAC meeting is Thursday in Muskegon 

  
Other Related Watershed Projects 
Other Related Projects 
Marie reported that the Northville daylighting seems to be a success!  It was asked if FOTR was involved 
with the project and Ashley stated that they have been working with Nancy Darga on future involvement. 
 
Sally Petrella introduced Maria Willett with the City of Dearborn who expressed the City’s excitement 
about restoring Fordson Island.  Maria stated that the project is a priority for the Mayor and they would 
like to restore it and turn it into a park.  She stated that they are working with EGLE and hope to use 
Legacy Act funding.  They still need to purchase or be gifted land on the island and are working through 
that.  She stated that a committee has been established to discuss all aspects of moving forward. 
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New Business  
Future Meetings 
Marie McCormick reviewed the 2026 meetings: 1/20/26 (virtual), 4/21/26 (hybrid), 7/21/26 (virtual), 10/20/26 
(hybrid). 
 
Comments  
Members 
John O’Meara informed the members that management actions for over-population of deer are occurring 
in Rouge communities.  Animals (deer, geese, racoon, etc.) have had a significant impact on our 
waterways, causing E. coli issues.   
 
Bill Craig expressed the importance and value of having face-to-face meetings and hopes that the RRAC 
continues to include this for future meetings. 
 
Bill Craig expressed his gratitude to Marie McCormick for serving as RRAC Chair and Tyler Sonoga as Vice 
Chair for the last several years and wished the incoming Chair and Vice Chair luck as they take over the 
reins and thanked them as it is important to have volunteers and supporters! 
 
Sue Thompson applauded the efforts of FOTR in their volunteer monitoring program in conjunction with 
Wayne County.  They were able to add 11 sites. 
 
General Public 
None. 
 
Review of Action Items 

• Approved July 15, 2025, meeting summary  
• Ashley Flintoff was approved as a voting member 
• Voting members McCormick, Ballnik, Sonoga, Craig, Garrison, Siedlaczek, Eaton, Kashian, Gundry 

and Gabriel were approved for another voting member term 
• Ashley Flintoff was approved as RRAC Chair beginning 1/1/26 
• Shawn Duke was approved as RRAC Vice Chair beginning 1/1/26 

 
The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Bill Craig, Holliday Nature Preserve Association and 
seconded by Sue Thompson, Wayne County, and passed unanimously. 


