Rouge River Advisory Council (RRAC)
Draft Meeting Summary
October 15, 2024, at 11:30 a.m. via Teams

RESTORE & PROTECT

List of Attendees:

Voting Members:
Marie McCormick, Chair, Citizen - Present
Dan Ballnik, Vice Chair, Citizen - Present

Bill Craig, Holliday Nature Preserve Association- Present

Jacy Garrison, Oakland County- Present

Erma Leaphart, Sierra Club - Present

Don Carpenter, LTU - Absent

Trisha Gabriel, Livonia - Present

John O'Meara, ECT - Present

Lauren Eaton, Friends of the Rouge - Present
Sally Petrella, Friends of Rouge Park - Present
Brandy Siedlaczek, Southfield- Absent

Others Present:

Chris O'Meara, ARC
Tennille Newsome, ARC
Ashley Allen, HRC

Noel Mullett, ARC

Jen Tewkesbury, EGLE
Sam Davis, FOTR

Sue Thompson, Wayne DPS
Julie Carter, EPA

Chris Raschke, Dearborn
Priya Mohan, Dearborn
Heather Rice, Washtenaw

Tyler Sonoga, Farmington Hills- Absent Co. WRC Office

Dean Tuomari, Citizen - Present Stephanie Petriello, OCWRC
Shawn Duke, Stantec - Present

Donna Kashian, Wayne State - Present

John Gundry, WCP - Present

Introductions

Marie McCormick called the meeting to order and completed roll call by calling on attendees listed in the
Teams meeting. Attendees gave their names and affiliations. Chris O'Meara reminded attendees who
arrived late into the meeting to add their name and affiliation in the chat. Introductions were completed.

Approval of Meeting Summary

Marie McCormick reviewed the meeting summary from July 16, 2024. The motion to approve the meeting
summary was made by Bill Craig, Holiday Nature Preserve and seconded by Sally Petrella, Friends of
Rouge Park and passed unanimously by voting members.

Old Business

Review of Gatekeeping Training from 9/5/24

Marie McCormick reported the RRAC completed Gatekeeping Training with their DEI consultant, Morgain
MacDonald on September 5™, The gatekeeping training included how in the RRAC position on ability to
here in the space with one another. Some highlights were:

- It was requested of Marie to bring up the subject and share one piece of advice from the training
was an idea to recruit community ambassadors to tour the AOC sites that have been completed
and better share the work with the local community.

- Record the meetings and share them out

- Livestream the meetings/tours

- Share out the purpose/goals of the meetings more

Marie asked if she was missing anything and if anyone had anything else to add. Sally Petrella stated
Marie covered everything well. Lauren Eaton strongly agreed with livestreaming and getting the word out
to public more by sharing the meeting dates and agendas on social media sites. Lauren plans to update
the minutes to their social media and websites.
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Marie asked the RRAC if they were interested in tours of projects sites. Dan Ballnik stated yes. Marie
asked who would organize the tours. Bill Craig suggested a subcommittee so there is a group thinking of
what steps should be taken first and how to take them. Bill Craig stated he would volunteer to be on that
specific subcommittee. Marie wanted to clarify with Bill understanding of what that will look like. Bill
stated it is part of the outreach that the RRAC is striving for. Bill would like to follow up on suggestions
the RRAC received. He stated some focus on the projects that are going on and complete that the public
does not know about and that there is enough of the RRAC members to undertake being a volunteer
speaker and have some sort of schedule for projects. Marie asked if there were others in the group that
are interested in participating in scheduling a project tour. John Gundry suggested that their Naturalist
would be interested in those types of activities and provide support.

Marie asked if someone from the ARC would be willing to participate since they work so close with
projects and Wayne County. Noel Mullett stated he would be able to. Bill Craig suggested for the ones
who are willing to volunteer should get together and figure out and time and place to start the process.

Chris O'Meara stated to keep the meeting moving forward, those who are interested in volunteering for
the subcommittee to email her and she will then get with Bill Craig.

Marie thanked John Gundry, Bill and Chris O. Marie asked if there was any other feedback from the
training. There was none.

PAC Business

Voting Members

Wayne County

Marie McCormick there was a request sent to Patrick Cullen asking if Sue Thompson could participate in
an official capacity on behalf of the department she works for.

Marie stated Sue Thompson is a Wayne County Environmental Specialist. She does environmental
investigations, spill response, IDEP, water quality monitoring. Sue also supports the Wayne County Green
Schools Initiative. Marie asked Sue to get with her after the meeting for all the required information that
needs to be submitted. Sue stated that sounded good and that she would follow up with Patrick to make
sure there are no objections at this point.

Marie asked if there were any questions or comments. There was none.

PAC Support Grant Status Update
Update on Recruitment Package (FOTR)
Lauren Eaton stated they have met and put together components of the meeting. Some highlights were:
- Possibly having a welcome letter that is brief to send out. Ashley will be working on that
- Work on a one-pager that includes bylaws for membership breakdown, list of current members,
where the AOC projects are and look to see if there are any gaps. Sam will be working on that
- Have some information on how to become a member with expectations and requirements in
terms of meeting attendance, frequence of meetings, distinguishing between voting members
and general member. Also include member advertising of the meetings on their websites and
social media. Lauren will be working on that
- Description of the RRAC. Sally Petrella will be working on that; this could also include EGLE with
their PAC fact sheet

Lauren stated they are meeting again in a few weeks to go over all components.

Marie asked if there were any questions. There were none.
SPAC Habitat Website (ARC)
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Chris O’'Meara reported that a page has been developed on the RRAC website for the SPAC Habitat
Subcommittee. She stated that at the original request of Bill Craig the SPAC is talked about in different
locations of the RRAC website and has included links to SPAC meeting summaries and information. Chris
stated they gathered some introduction information about what the Habitat Subcommittee is and, from
there, started a repository of documents that other groups can look at and add to. Chris O. will send the
link out to the members or it can be found on the RRAC website. She said they are planning to
incorporate a way for other agencies to submit documents to be housed on the page as well.

Sally Petrella asked if this was for the SPAC Habitat Subcommittee. Chris O. stated yes. Sally asked if that
information would be housed on EPA’s website. Jen Tewkesbury stated there is no place on the EPA’s
website. EGLE looked at possibly putting it on the State’s PAC website, but that wasn't a viable option. The
RRAC offered to put it up on their site as a depository for all the SPAC members to utilize.

Marie stated it was strange to her to have the SPAC for the full State habitat on one watershed website.
She is grateful to the ARC for hosting it, but asked if there was a long term plan that makes more sense.
Jen T. stated she would talk with Melanie. Jen advised it would not happen quickly, as it has to go through
the State and it may be discussed at the next Habitat Subcommittee meeting. Marie stated she thinks
that is more appropriate long term and if she can move that conversation forward.

Chris O. added the RRAC has all SPAC meeting minutes, etc. available on the site and this page is not a
cost to the RRAC. Chris O. mentioned that conversations about the habitat subcommittee website were
held in previous meetings. The dashboard portion of the RRAC website did not have a lot of information
to add, so they were looking for another activity that they could use the funds for and that was to set up
the initial page. Jen T. mentioned if it does become an extra cost then they can adjust the PAC grant as
needed if it can't get moving through the state level quick enough. Marie stated that it isn't about the
cost, it is about if you are living in Muskegon and in Muskegon Watershed and wanted to look for minutes
for SPAC that it wouldn't be logical to go to the Rouge Watershed to find SPAC statewide Habitat
Subcommittee info.

John O'Meara wanted to clarify that the biggest impetus of this was to get a place for depository of those
that are doing things and in the know of monitoring and maintenance activities and there is no other
location any place in the State. John reiterated what Jen said that it will be a process for the State to go
through because of security issues of putting something on the State’s website. John stated this is a
mechanism to exchange monitoring and maintenance ideas. The page allows all PAC associations (who all
know) to give/get information and have access to it. All PACs across the state can add a link to the site on
their own websites as well. Jen T. stated she did report to the SPAC at the SPAC meeting too that it was
happening and no one had issues with it and no one questioned why it was going through the ARC. Jen T.
stated everyone was happy things were going somewhere. Chris O'Meara added originally Bill Craig
asked that we put the SPAC meeting minutes and subcommittee meeting minutes on the RRAC website
and has been there since its inception.

Marie asked if there were any other comments, there were none. Marie thanked everyone for their input
and thanked Jen for bringing it back up to the State level.

E|-DEI Work (FOTR)

Lauren Eaton stated they could potentially have one more training next year and they are open to hearing
about topics that members would like covered. The SPAC and EJ subcommittee is going to hold a
community engagement training early next year and there could possibly be crossover training. Laura
stated they are open to hearing from the RRAC about specific topics they would live covered next year.

Marie stated there was one topic she thought was relevant and is allyship and is something she thinks is
relevant for FOTR work. Lauren thanked Maria for that.
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Fish Monitoring (FOTR)

Sally Petrella reported FOTR completed their fish monitoring for the season. They were able to do 24
sites despite the rain events that were in spring and summer. They finished their last site on September
11t at Rouge Park and a site in Southfield further up the Main. FOTR will be working to analyze the data
and get the reports out.

Marie thanked Sally.

Benthic Monitoring (FOTR)

Lauren Eaton reported FOTR had their fall bug hunt this past Saturday. They were able to do 33 sites for
fall. There was really good coordination and cooperation with some student groups from Wayne State,
UofM CS and Lawrence Tech. FOTR completed their spring bug hunt and fall bug hunt that were funded
through the PAC grant. The spring bug hunt report has been written and sent out. They will work on next
steps for the fall bug hunt.

Marie thanked Lauren. Marie asked if there were any questions. There were none.

PAC Grant Scope/Budget Change Voting
Marie reported currently there isn't a formal process for changing the scope or the budget of the PAC

Grant. The last time a PAC support grant application was done, there was a process where the voting
members had an opportunity to provide feedback. Marie stated this is being brought up because there
was a change in scope to shift funding from updating the dashboard on the RRAC site to the SPAC habitat
website. Chris O'Meara stated the scope change was discussed during the last 3 RRAC meetings. Marie
asked if that is something the voting members need to do or leave as is. Marie wanted to bring the
question to the voting members. John O'Meara stated for history on all SPAC grants turned in, all
discussion about activities have occurred at RRAC meetings prior to turning the grant in but no official
votes have been taken. Marie asked to hear from members if the way we have been doing it is ok or is
there a desire to edit/change in the future by requiring a vote on scope or budget changes.

Bill Craig stated part of the process was that when different decisions need to be made, they rely on the
Chair to take those steps. As it filters down on the projects, as long as RRAC knew ahead of time what the
discussions are then RRAC knows that it is happening. Bill stated it isn't about voting, it is about
transparency and knowing ahead of time what changes might be made or being made. Bill Craig stated
he has no problem the way it is. Marie thanked Bill.

Sally Petrella stated as a voting member that she takes the responsibility serious, and this body makes a
lot of decisions on projects that are potentially funded. In general, this group comes up with what they
would like to fund through the PAC grant and it's a discussion and when getting to details they don't get
decided in an RRAC meeting. Sally mentioned that when grant changes are made, this body should be
made aware and there is a uncomfortableness of one PAC getting funding to support a state wide
initiative on their website seemed odd to her. She understands the reasoning, she appreciates Jen T.
looking into to it on state level and appreciates the ARC stepping forward. Sally is in agreement with Bill
that when changes are made to a grant that this body makes decisions and it should be discussed and
the committee made aware of.

John O'Meara reminded members to look in the meeting notes where voting members have approved the
meeting notes from the last three meetings and the assumption is if it is discussed and the meting notes
approved that everyone is in agreement with what is going on. John O. advised Marie that is something
she needs to determine going forward. John O. continued that everyone is in agreement that everything
needs to be discussed in RRAC for the transparency which we all agree is important
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Erma Leaphart commented that she is leaning towards Sally’s perspective that they are all here to be
aware of what's going on through its voting process, that is when the RRAC tends to pay a bit more
attention to take it more serious. Erma stated that because this is an official act and the other is even
when you approve the minutes that it's not always approved the action because the administrative says
this is what was said but it also doesn't mean this was agreed upon in an official fashion. Erma went on to
say that yes, she approves the minutes, but that just means there were no errors, and that's everything
said and done. She said she could approve the minutes and not agree with it because it was accurate in
terms of what was said or done within her recollection of them. Erma agreed about a suggestion motion.

Marie thanked Erma for sharing. Marie stated that giving the voting members the opportunity to approve
the final grant PAC application one as a vote and two any amendments to it. Marie mentioned in
meetings there are voting members who say a lot and some who do not. Some meetings there are three
or four people and the other twenty are sitting and listening. Marie believes that a vote would help the
RRAC understand that more.

Sally and Lauren were unsure where the discussions were recorded in the meeting summaries. John
O'Meara stated for the previous meeting notes for January, April and July meetings under the SPAC
Habitat Subcommittee there is a discussion regarding the above and the RRAC being a potential site.

Sally Petrella stated she wasn't aware of the ARC receiving additional funds to do this. Chris O. confirmed
the ARC did not receive additional funds. The funds were for the activities for RRAC, so for any updates to
the website in general or dashboard those are included in the funds. This year instead of using allocated
funds for the dashboard, they were used for this site because the RRAC didn’'t have enough dashboard
updates to be relevant. The dashboard updates will happen regardless. Chris O. confirmed nothing had
been added money wise. Jen T. also confirmed that no line items were changed in the budget. Chris O.
did mention it says in July meeting notes that the ARC would be making those changes to the RRAC
website which happens regardless. The ARC hosts the RRAC website and makes those changes to the
RRAC pages.

Marie mentioned that there is an interest in making a motion to require a vote of the voting members to
approve budgetary amendments to any PAC support grant or scope adjustments to the PAC support
grant. John O. wanted Marie to know that the motion she mentioned is very specific and asking if that is
what she wants as it is specific to changes or amendments to PAC support grant, nothing with the actual
PAC support grant. Marie agreed it should be both as voting members should have a change to vote on
grant support language and vote on budget/scope adjustments to PAC support grants. Dan Ballnik
suggested the changes would be discussions but just a vote on the final would be fine.

Marie asked for a motion. Lauren Eaton made the motion. Discussion of motion language was held.

Marie added draft motion language in the chat and advised Lauren she could use that and make any
edits. The motion to require the PAC voting membership to approve the final PAC Support Grant
budget/scope as well as scope of change/budget to PAC Support Grant was made by Lauren Eaton, FOTR
and seconded by Donna Kashian, Wayne State and passed by voting members.

Marie asked if there was any discussion, there was none.
SPAC/RRAC Relationship

Marie suggested not moving forward with this discussion as it was previously discussed in item above.
Marie asked if there was any interest in discussing, there was none.
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SPAC Report
SPAC Meeting
Erma Leaphart reported the SPAC meeting was a two day meeting. Erma and Lauren Eaton attended the
meeting on separate days. Some highlights were:

- Erma attended the first day and that group went on a tour and saw some nice drains. The idea of

taking tours makes a difference between what you read and what you see and was beneficial.

Lauren Eaton went the second day and her update was:

- EGLE Update:

o The next round of PAC grants are hoping to be out next summer.

o EGLE is creating a new database EGX system and all work will be done within the
database. Lauren stated it looks like MDNR MiGrants website and format. Going forward
any new work, application and reporting will be done through the database.

o WRD Director position will be filled in November

o EGLE developing a “What is a PAC" fact sheet and will be sent out

- EPA Update:
o Mark Loomis is the new section supervisor
- AOC Conference: The next conference will be held September 16-18, 2025 in Toledo, OH - save
the dates will be sent out.
- Action Plan Updates: 2024-2029 will be finalized and published soon. EGLE also provided major
accomplishment highlights:

o Todate 128 BUI removals

o Rochester Abatement delisted

- Friends of the Detroit River are holding community forums to get feedback on post BUI removal
and what are ways to continue the good work

- Within AOC program there are EJ projects with emphasis on working with communities and
engaging local partners to make sure that projects are meeting their needs and going forward
community involvement is now a presumed part of the projects in the AOC program. GLNPO
created a consideration document to provide more guidance in the AOC program for the EJ
project components and specifically that E] components must be tied to AOC management
actions.

- Eric Diesing, Vice Chair is stepping down and Doug McLaughlin from Kalamazoo as nominated
and Brian Egan is staying on as Chair.

Marie thanked Erma and Lauren for the updated.

SPAC Habitat Subcommittee
John O'Meara reported this topic was mostly discussed above but gave some highlights:
- Thereis a website up and being populated, so please use it and see it and talk to your other PAC
colleagues in other PACs and they will be providing depository information as well for use.

Marie thanked John for the update.

SPAC EJ-DEI Subcommittee

Lauren Eaton reported the meeting was yesterday. Some highlights were:

- Example metrics and objectives that included DEI-) work, community involvement work and
making it broader so it could be more applicable to multiple PACs.

- Itwas brought up to consider getting a consultant at state level to help with training.

- Reemphasized that anyone can attend the aspect DEI-) committee meetings including community
members interested in the work.

- Putting together a community engagement opportunity, EGLE is contracting with MSU Extension
who has an expert in community engagement. It may be a virtual, two part training. This could
happen in January/February 2025.
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- “Whatis a PAC?" fact sheet will be out
- Next Meeting is November 4, 2024

Marie thanked Lauren for the update.

Erma Leaphart wanted to add information about Goal 2 which is “To Create Objectives” in more detail.
There are three goals as the subcommittee. Each PAC would create objectives that include DEI-] activities
on programs or events on restoration work being done. 14 examples of some objectives, these will also
be measurable and hold us accountable to ourselves. Some examples of objectives and metrics included:
1) increasing efforts to make the PAC meetings more accessible, whether virtual or having translation, or
moving to different locations. The metric would be to provide translation services of 50% of the meetings;
2) host specific educational events in partnership with community based organization. Participation in
DEI-J training sessions, our PAC will have one training session or two per quarter - the PAC decides as
long as it can be measured. 3) cleanup activity in traditionally underrepresented community

Marie thanked Erma for the update.

Marie gave a quick time check of the meeting with just a few items left. Marie wondered if it would be
wise of the RRAC to create the meetings to be two hours in the future or have them more frequently.
Marie sees running out of time as an issue as gaining new membership and interest arises. Bill Craig
stated he always said the RRAC should have longer meeting and eventually have one in person in the
watershed. Marie just wanted to have it in the meeting notes as a consideration for future meetings in
2025. Sally Petrella agree that more frequent meetings are helpful and possibly have meetings outin a
community. Marie and Chris O. will discuss potential options.

EGLE Update
Jen Tewkesbury shared her screen for the presentation of the Rouge River Area of Concern BUIs for
sediment/fish wildlife. Some highlights were:
- Restrictions on Dredging Historical Context: PCBs have caused fish consumption advisories
throughout this reach (downstream of Michigan Ave) and further upstream
o State Removal Criteria on Dredging
Restrictions on Fish Consumption
o State Removal Criteria on Fish Removal
Restrictions on Dredging and Fish Consumption Current Status
o Recent sampling shown concentrations of various chemicals in the rivers sediments
o Sediment remediation project in LRROC ongoing and challenging
o Draft Remedial Investigation and Feas Study for LRRMC expected Spring 2025
o Partnership between federal, state, local stakeholder resulted in sediment sampling of
LRRMC
Current LRRMC Estimates
o 486,386¢cy of contaminated sediment
GLLA cost - $118,000,000
NFP cost - $57,000,000
Orphan site cost - $7,000,000
Total Cost: $182,000,000

0O O O O

Marie asked if Jen had been working with Michigan Environmental Council on funding since they
supported John Hartig. Jen T. stated yes, they have been in contact with them. It went to the Governor's
office and just sat there. Jen T. stated some of the partners they are working with are Ford (their
attorneys), Marathon, DWSD, GLWA, etc.

Jen T. asked if there were any questions on sediment?
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Jen T. continued with her presentation, some highlights were:
- Degradation of Benthos Historical Context - There have been improvements in the benthic
numbers
o State Removal Criteria Degradation of Benthos - sample for 2 monitoring years
Degradation of Benthos Current Status
o Pre assessment work of benthic community has been complete
o Habitat projects have been complete or in progress
Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Habitats and Loss of Fish and Wildlife Populations
o State Removal Criteria for Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Habitats and Loss of Fish and
Wildlife Populations (currently not used)
o Current Status: 11 habitat restoration projects complete; potential need for post
monitoring; formal assessment of BUI by RRAC and tech committee

Marie thanked Jen for her presentation.

Jen's EGLE update highlights are: Same as SPAC committee, Water Resources Director should be filled
November 1%, unclear if it is internal hire.

Sally Petrella stated her and Bill Craig have been talking about the fish and delisting criteria that RRAC
developed that was based on Procedure 51 and game species. FOTR will analyze their fish data and
decide whether or not to meet with EGLE on criteria. Jen T. stated they are leaving that to the local PACs
to decide.

EPA Update
Julie Carter reported the following:
- October 15t EPA/EGLE under GLRI Action Plan for fiscal year 2025; the final version of the Action
Plan will be distributed
- EPA reviewing resolution that runs until December 20"
- AOC Conference is September 16-18, 2025; save the dates will be out soon
- Programmatic Achievements were:
o Rochester Abatement as of October 3™
o Removed 128 which is half of 255 BUls

Marie asked if there were any questions. There were none.

Rouge AOC Grants Update
Status of Projects
John O'Meara reported the following: Grant update sheet is in the RRAC Agenda packet that was provided in
the meeting invite.
- Most projects are close to the end of completion and will be in monitoring and maintenance on
some of the sites
- There are few more projects starting construction next year. Inkster Park is one of them.

John O'Meara asked if there were any questions to let him know.

Marie had a request and stated she heard there was a ribbon-cutting for Fish Hatchery Park the day after
it happened and wanted to request that voting members and members of the RRAC be invited to those
with notice so they can attend. John O. stated that would be fine in general. John O. mentioned Friends
of the Rouge was notified and attended.
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Other Related Watershed Projects

Other Related Projects

Marie McCormick stated in the Northville Downs project where they are actively dredging a new channel
on site to move the river over and is in progress.

Marie asked if there were any other projects. There were none.

New Business
Future Meetings
Marie McCormick reported
e RRAC: January 21, 2025 (virtual), April 15, 2025 (hybrid), July 15, 2025 (virtual), October 21, 2025
(hybrid) - Farmington Hills offered up their facility for holding the April meeting.

Comments

Members

Bill Craig wanted to mention Ralph Williams passed away on July 20™, he was 99 years old. Ralph was on
the contaminated site subcommittee when the RRAC was dealing with abandoned dumps sites and
installation of the detention basin and some other controversial projects. He was also on the ARC's PIE
Committee and an active volunteer for Friends of the Rouge.

Marie McCormick asked if there were any comments or questions.

General Public

Chris Raschke with Dearborn reported an update on the Colson Palmer project. Currently, the
stormwater line is being inspected. They set aside $18M to make improvements at the outfall and cleaned
it out but with this inspection, they will be able to tell what condition the line is actually in and how much
sediment and debris is in the line.

Marie McCormick asked if there were any comments or questions. There were none.

Review of Action Items

e Approved the July 16, 2024 meeting summary

e If anyone is interested in volunteering in the subcommittee on outreach activities for RRAC
moving forward to send Chris O. an email

e JenT. to check with Melanie on SPAC website in the time frame to get that moving

e Approved motion for voting on SPAC support grants, final scope and budgets, along with scope of
budget changes moving forward to SPAC support grants

¢ ARC to advise RRAC of any ribbon cutting ceremonies or AOC projects

Bill Craig made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Sally Petrella seconded the Motion. The meeting was
adjourned.
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