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In 2024, the Alliance of Rouge Communities (ARC) secured USEPA GLRI grant funding to design habitat restoration at Inkster Park
within the Rouge River Watershed. This crucial project is one of several initiatives in which the ARC is collaborating with Wayne
County Parks (WCP). Together, they are also advancing the Colonial Park Habitat Restoration, Inkster Park Habitat Restoration,
and the Wayne County Parkland - Lower Rouge Reforestation efforts. These combined projects represent a significant
opportunity to provide much-needed habitat in the Rouge River watershed, fostering its natural spaces and promoting their
long-term success.

The focus of the Inkster Park Design project is to use the park

areas to connect key neighborhoods and communities with the e LA L 4

parks and the habitat being restored there. The activities being - e ;
designed under this project, when constructed, include trails, [ ‘
non-motorized systems, bicycle and pedestrian bridges,
kayak launch and portage, fishing access locations, and access
boardwalks.
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In addition to the ARC’s Inkster Park Design project, the City Kayak Launch
of Inkster plans to redevelop its “old city hall” site located at Proposed Public &
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the northeast corner of Inkster Road and Michigan Avenue.
In line with the City of Inkster Master Plan, the “old city hall”
redevelopment plan seeks to activate the park edge and
introduce recreation uses into the space, including proposed
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shared-use path connections. The public park elements of the ' Boardwalk & Path [l = et csgnraes
Inkster Park Design project would help organically manifest this S e = :

desired connection between the park edge and the “old Design plan for Inkster Park project to connect it to the ARC’s Inkster
city hall” site. Park Habitat Restoration project.

The features being designed at both sites will prove to be tremendous community assets and will provide a host of benefits. The

planned “old city hall” project will not only enhance the park’s natural environment, it will also provide long term connections to
the restored habitat being designed under the Inkster Park Habitat Restoration project, promote healthier communities, increase
recreational opportunities being developed under the Inkster Park Design project, and help bolster local economies.

Current conditions at Inkster Park showing bank erosion. Conceptual design for Inkster Park with bank stabilization and
public access.

This project is funded through a grant from the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (grant number GL-00E003702)



How the Inkster Park Design Project ties into other Wayne County Parks Initiatives

The Wayne County Parks system is home to 5,600 acres of parkland that spans across 43 municipalities, including the City of
Inkster. WCP recently updated their 5-year Strategic Master Plan outlining future goals and objectives. The plan highlights
WCP mission and purpose to protect the heritage of the community and to provide natural and recreational programming and
enrichment in a sustainable way. Understanding that parks are the primary means to connect residents to each other and to
the outdoors, community connectivity is a key strategic plan component. The Inkster Park Design project encompasses all of
these things and will help accomplish the goals and objectives of the 5-year Strategic Master Plan.

W(CP takes pride in its long-standing tradition of providing activities and attractions for
people in the communities it serves. Parks are destination spaces for access to nature
and recreational programming for everyone. In recent years, WCP has prioritized
public involvement in the planning and development of the park system, initiatives
that are directly relevant to the Inkster Park Design project.

One initiative, Connecting the Rouge, is a community greenway planning effort
initiated by WCP and funded through a grant from the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation.
This process identified opportunities to improve access to the Hines Drive trail system,
the Lower Rouge River Greenway, and the Rouge River Gateway Greenway. During
the planning effort feedback was received from the communities adjacent to the park
system. Connecting the Rouge will provide a framework plan to improve connections  gqy scout Troop #647 planting trees with Friends
to and between trails along the three systems. Linkages have been identified between of the Rouge in Inkster.
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was incorporated and engagement
efforts were undertaken.

Together, these projects can
strengthen individual and
community well-being, while
fostering greater economic and
environmental success.

Through various projects shown here, the ARC, WCP and the City of Inkster plan to connect communities
to nature.

About the Alliance of Rouge Communities

The ARC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization consisting of local municipalities, counties, educational institutions and stewardship groups working
together to improve the Rouge River. Founded in 2005, the ARC is funded by membership dues from local governments and supported by grants. The
ARC and its partners work cooperatively to meet water quality requirements mandated by the state’s stormwater permit and to restore beneficial
uses, such as canoeing, fishing and other recreational activities, to the Rouge River. That means better water quality for less cost to its members!

For more information about this project and other ARC activities e
visit our website at: www.allianceofrougecommunities.com . of Rouge

Communities

This project is funded through a grant from the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency OURS TO PROTECT
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (grant number GL-00E003702)
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