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Dearborn Heights resident and
school board president honored

By John Zadikian
For MediaNews Group

District 7 Board of Edu-
cation President Latanya
Gater was recognized as
one of Metro Detroit’s top
Black leaders during a cer-
emony in Detroit Oct. 1.

Gater was honored
with the “Emerging Black
Leader” award at the Af-
rican American Leader-
ship Awards gala at the De-
troit Institute of Arts. The
organization annually rec-
ognizes public servants,
business leaders, and com-
munity leaders for their
contributions to the Afri-

can American community
locally and statewide.

“Latanya was nominated
and chosen by our state-
wide nomination com-
mittee that includes past
awardees, elected officials
and community leaders,”
said AALA Executive Di-
rector Tashawna Gill. “Lat-
anya stood out in her cate-
gory and the vote was unan-
imous.”

The Cass Tech alum —
a longtime equality, inclu-
sion, and mental health ser-
vices advocate — said she
was surprised she received
the accolade.

“I was very surprised to

have been nominated. It
was a complete shock,” she
said. “To win was an even
greater surprise because I
humbly recognize how so
many others were also very
deserving of it. Even though
T haven’t been contributing
to the community for as
long as some of my peers,
someone at AALA saw my
being “new” as a positive
trait deserving of recogni-
tion and attention.”

The AALA began in 2014
when then-Cong. Brenda
Lawrence discussed pulling
together African American
community leaders, busi-
ness leaders, and African

American elected officials
to ensure they were work-
ing together on issues of
common importance. Past
honorees have included Lt.
Gov. Garlin Gilchrist; for-
mer state representative
Daisy Elliott; former state
senator Martha Scott, also
the first Black female to
serve as a Michigan mayor;
and, posthumously, Rich-
ard Austin, the longtime
former Michigan Secretary
of State.

Gater was the first Black
resident elected to the D7
Board of Education in 2020
and she made history again
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While delivering her acceptance speech, Latanya Gater
was accompanied on stage by her son, Blake. In her
remarks, she thanked God for blessing her with the
opportunities to serve the community, and her friends and
family for their ongoing support
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Restoration Initiative,
community alliance talk
about restoring waterways

By Dave Herndon
For MediaNews Group

Founded in 2005, the Al-
liance of Rouge Communi-
ties, or ARC, is a non-profit
watershed alliance aimed at
restoring Michigan’s water-
ways.

The organization con-
sists of 35 local municipali-
ties, three counties (Wayne,
Oakland and Washtenaw),
educational institutions
and stewardship groups
working together to im-
prove the Rouge River.

The purpose of the ARC
is to provide an institu-
tional mechanism to en-
courage watershed-wide
cooperation, mutual sup-
port to meet water quality
requirements mandated by
the state’s stormwater per-
mit and restore the Rouge’s
beneficial uses.

The group, which is
funded by membership
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Students from the Henry Ford Academy put fish into the
Rouge River Oxbow on the grounds of Greenfield Village in

Dearborn

dues from local govern-
ments and supported by
grants, recently held a sum-
mit to talk about current,
past and future projects.
The event was a way for
all of the restoration groups
to recap efforts, and talk
about what’s coming down
the pipeline as the result

of Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative (GLRI) funding.
It was also a way to re-
mind groups about the im-
portance of getting the next
generation excited and im-
mersed in what these
groups are doing to revital-
ize and preserve the river
systems, as they are the “fu-

ture,” according to a repre-
sentative from the organi-
zation.

The summit was hosted
inside Greenfield Village,
and ended with partici-
pants joining students from
Henry Ford Academy to re-
stock fish into the Henry
Ford Rouge River Oxbow,
which runs through the

property at the Henry Ford
and Greenfield Village.
Relating to habitat spe-
cifically, the ARC has ad-
ministered approximately
10 GLRI grants in the last
5 years totaling more than
$19 million and resulting in
16 habitat restoration proj-
ects. These projects will cre-
ate over 100 acres of newly
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Volunteers help Students from Henry Ford Academy restock fish in the river.

restored wetland, wet prai-
rie, in-lake, and riparian
habitat; 80 acres of refor-
estation; and restoration
of over 3,200 linear feet of
stream. In addition to im-
proving the water quality in
the Rouge River, the proj-
ects feature inter-related
supporting components:
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County commission unveils portraits of past chairs

By Dave Herndon
dherndon
@medianewsgroup.com

The Wayne County Com-
missioners unveiled the
portraits of past commis-
sion chairs Gary Woron-
chak and the late Edward
Boike at noon Oct. 5, inside
commission chambers at
the Guardian Building in
downtown Detroit.

‘Woronchak, the most re-
cent past chairman, repre-
sented Dearborn and Allen
Park on the commission.
Boike represented Taylor
during his tenure.

Their portraits join oth-
ers of previous commission
chairs in the hallway out-
side the chambers, located
on the building’s mezzanine
level.

Woronchak served 14
years on the commission
and was chair from 2011-
2018. He previously repre-
sented the Dearborn area
for six years in the Michi-

gan House of Representa-
tives.

Boike served 20 years on
the commission and was
chair from 2009-10. He
passed away in 2017.

“This continues our ef-
fort to place portraits of
everyone who has served as
chair since the county char-
ter was adopted in 1982,”
current Chair Alisha Bell
said. “These portraits join
those of the other men and
women who have led the
commission.”

Several people spoke on
both Boike and Woron-
chak’s behalf during the
ceremony.

Speakers included
County Executive Warren
Evans, Taylor Mayor Tim
Wooley, Todd Boike (his
son), Woronchak’s former
special advisor to the chair
Alan Helmkamp, current
Commissioner Sam Bay-
doun, who replaced Woron-
chak on the commission,
and Commission Vice Chair

Joe Palamara, who served
with both Boike and Woron-
chak while they were on the
Commission.
Evans was the first guest
speaker on the agenda.
“Both Ed Boike and

Gary Woronchak are peo-
ple I had an opportunity to
work with,” he said. “And
it’s been an honor.” Evans
talked about Worochak’s
“dual” careers as a longtime
politician and as an editor

=i

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM TOTH — WAYNE COUNTY COMMISSION
Joyce Boike stands next to her late husband Ed's portrait, while Gary Woronchak stands next to his own

at both the Dearborn Press
& Guide and the Royal Oak
Daily Tribune.

“That was a real passion
of his,” Evans said, before
talking about Woronchak’s
political leanings.

“While our politics are
often very very different,
the connection with mak-
ing sure we did the best we
could do for the citizens of
‘Wayne County is something
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creation of floodplain ripar-
ian habitat reconnected to
stream systems; restored
stream systems with barri-
ers and channelization re-
moved; and related ecosys-
tem improvements to re-
store habitat for fish and
terrestrial wildlife.

During the summit, law-
makers and elected officials
talked about the success of
larger-scale projects over
the past few years in “Areas
of Concern” (AOCs) and high-
lighted the importance of
continuing the GLRI, which
launched in 2010.

Since its launch, it has
funded more than 6,500
projects to restore and pro-
tect the largest system of
fresh surface water in the
world — the Great Lakes.

Project Highlights

ROUGE RIVER

Over 10 GLRI grants have
been administered in the
last 5 years, totaling more
than $19 million and result-
ing in 16 habitat restoration
projects. These projects in-
clude 100 acres of newly re-
stored wetland, wet prairie,
in-lake, and riparian habitat;
80 acres of reforestation; and
the restoration of over 3,200
linear feet of stream.

DETROIT RIVER

Over a dozen habitat res-
toration projects have been
completed over the last 10
years. Nearly $50 million of
GLRI funding has allowed
for the restoration of over
500 acres of coastal wet-
lands, 150 acres of upland
habitat and over 13,000 lin-
ear feet of protective shoals.
Nearly 200 wildlife habitat
structures and thousands
of native plants and shrubs
have been incorporated to
benefit the river’s fish and
wildlife populations, as well
as improve public recre-
ational opportunities.

Reducing Runoff in the
Rouge River

In 2020 the ARC was
awarded a GLRI-USDA For-
est Service grant that sought
to restore native trees to the
Rouge River watershed.

This current project will
build on past Forest Ser-
vice grants by intercepting
a total of 1.3 million gallons
of annual runoff by plant-
ing a minimum of 900 new
trees and installation of 2.9
acres of green infrastructure
throughout the watershed.

The project is expected
to treat 9 acres (100 trees/
acre), with actual watershed
coverage greater with trees
throughout 16+ communi-
ties and three counties.

Green infrastructure de-
sign and implementation in
the form of rain gardens, bio
retention installation and
expansion, and native plant
growth zone areas will com-
plement the tree planting ef-
forts.

This green infrastructure
will increase the urban can-
opy and mitigate the effects
of storm water by reducing
soil erosion, air pollution,
and loss of habitat.

The ARC has partnered
with Friends of the Rouge,
who will coordinate/host
volunteer workdays to install
plant materials within the
proposed bio retention areas.
Tree planting is a priority
project in The Rouge River
Area of Concern (AOC) BUIT
Delisting Strategy (2012). In
addition to the storm wa-
ter benefits, this work helps
to mitigate damage done by
the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
over the past decades.

The watershed is a high
to medium priority area for
EAB according to the State
Forest Action Plan and this
project addresses the plan’s
Issue 9: Reforestation of Ur-
ban and Ex-Urban Areas.
The approach for restoration
evolved from merely improv-
ing water quality to maxi-
mizing ecological integrity
within the AOC.

The ARC received three
previous USDA Forest Ser-
vice grants from 2012, 2014
and 2017 with the outcomes
allowing 3,850 trees to be
planted within the water-
shed. Lessons learned from
previous grants were used to
make this project more effi-
cient.

The four grants combined,
based on the tree species se-
lected and using I-Tree De-

=
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Students from the Henry Ford Academy in Dearborn create a line to pass buckets of fish
down to the river for restocking.

sign analysis, result in an
estimated total benefit of
$35,906.49 per year from
energy, carbon dioxide, air
quality, storm water and aes-
thetic benefits.

In addition, approximately
120,927 gallons of rainfall
each year will be intercepted
by the trees from the four
combined grants reducing
storm water pollution.

Rouge River AOC
habitat restoration in
Wayne County parkland

Implementation is in prog-
ress for the Wayne County
Parkland habitat restora-
tion projects in the Rouge
River AOC. The projects were
funded under a grant from
USEPA GLRI to the ARC,
in partnership with Wayne
County.

The projects consist of a
variety of habitat restoration
efforts in the Wayne County,
Michigan park system and
the Lower Rouge River cor-
ridor.

At Sherwood Park, Bell
Creek Park, Lola Valley Park,
and Riverview/Levan Knoll
Park, portions of each park
had been routinely mowed
and used for active recre-
ation, but are low-lying and
experience frequent flooding.

Restoration and natu-
ralization of existing wet-
lands, and creation of new
wetlands provides a habitat
benefit while reducing main-
tenance needs. At each park
a combination of the follow-
ing activities were completed
or are currently in progress:
conversion of mowed turf to
native vegetation; excavation
for creation of new wetlands;
excavation for connection of
fragmented wetlands; treat-
ment of invasive species; and
native plantings including
trees, shrubs, plugs, bulbs,
and live stakes.

The Lower Rouge River
habitat restoration project
improved fish and wildlife
habitat along a 6-mile stretch
of the Lower Rouge River.

This project created habi-
tat for benthic organism col-
onization and fish habitat in
the project area by remov-
ing problematic in-stream
debris jams. Non-problem-
aticlogjams and large woody
debris pieces will remain in
place to conserve fish and
wildlife habitat.

Also, replanted native
trees in open canopy areas
of the forested corridor will
significantly improve wild-
life habitat within the ripar-
ian forest along the Lower
Rouge River. The completion
of these projects will result in
over 120 acres of new and re-
stored wetland, riparian, wet
meadow, prairie, and refores-
tation habitat:

=Sherwood Park Habitat
Restoration — 6.8 acres of
‘wetland/wet meadow

=Bell Creek Park Habitat
Restoration — 10.0 acres of
‘wetland/wet meadow/ripar-
ian/invasive species

=Lola Valley Park Habitat
Restoration — 8.8 acres of
‘wetland/wet meadow/prairie

=Riverview Park Habitat
Restoration — 16.5 acres of
‘wetland/wet meadow/ripar-
ian/prairie/invasive species

=Lower Rouge River Habi-
tat Restoration — 80 acres of
riparian forest habitat, 20 log
jams removed for fish con-
nectivity with 600 logs used
for floodplain structural hab-
itat

Henry Ford Estate Dam
Fishway

The Henry Ford Estate
(HFE) Dam is located 8 miles
upstream of the Rouge Riv-

er’s confluence with the De-
troit River. It is the first dam
on the Rouge River upstream
from the Great Lakes system.

Providing fish passage at
the HFE Dam has been iden-
tified by the Rouge River Ad-
visory Council (RRAC) as
one of the highest priority
projects within the water-
shed to address the habitat
and population BUIs within
the AOC.

The primary goal of the
project was to restore and
improve fish and wildlife
habitat to promote healthy
populations of desirable na-
tive fish, wildlife and ben-
thos populations within the
Rouge River Watershed.

The Project objectives
were to:

=Construct passage
around the HFE Dam and
hydrologically reconnect
the Rouge River and its trib-
utaries to the Great Lakes
system.

=Create a riparian corri-
dor along both sides of the
fish passage channel and
along the west bank of the
Rouge River.

=Optimize passage char-
acteristics (depth, velocity,
discharge) during the spring
migration season (March
through May).

=Contain quality aquatic
habitat for wildlife, aquatic
insects, crayfish, and fish.

=Control invasive species
through implementation of
integrated pest management
strategies and best manage-
ment practices.

To achieve these objectives
a natural channel fishway
was constructed as follows:

=Channel slope of approx-
imately 0.8% and length of
850 feet.

=20-foot wide, two-stage
flood channel constructed of
native stone and cobble with
a series of riffles and pools
to create deep water habitat,
shorten high velocity flow
fields, dissipate energy, and
increase habitat diversity.

*The fishway channel
banks and floodway over-
bank areas and slopes were
planted with a variety of
grasses, forbs, shrubs, and
trees to establish native veg-
etation that provides habitat,
shades the fishway, stabilizes
the banks, and reduces flow
velocity.

The outcome of the HFE
Fishway Project reconnects
approximately 44 river miles
and 123 miles of Rouge River
tributary stream to the Great
Lakes system.

This provides passage for
native fish species such as
walleye, white sucker, gizzard
shad, channel catfish, white
bass, smallmouth bass, large-
mouth bass, rock bass, north-
ern pike, emerald shiner and
spotted sucker, as well as for
nonnative, stocked steelhead
and chinook salmon.

This access to upstream
spawning areas has not ex-
isted for over 100 years. The
HFE Fishway also provides a
natural channel for improved
habitat diversity within the
passage channel for macro-
invertebrates, mussels, and
other aquatic life as well as
provides improved riparian
corridor habitat with the
planting of native grasses,
forbs, shrubs, and trees.

Rouge recreation and
access

Friends of the Rouge is
committed to creating mean-
ingful and equitable access
to the greatly restored Rouge
River.

FOTR is spearheading the
community-led effort to es-
tablish a water trail and net-
work of connected green-

ways on the Lower Branch
of the Rouge River. The 29-
mile Lower Rouge River Wa-
ter Trail connects 10 cites
and intersects with Wayne
County Parks’ assets.

The Rouge Gateway Gre-
enway will parallel the wa-
ter trail and extend from the
University of Michigan-Dear-
born, to Fort Street Bridge
Park in Detroit.

Friends of the Rouge’s
trails vision is part of a
larger network of blueway
and greenway trails that in-
cludes the Iron Belle Trail,
Joe Louis Greenway, Down-
river Linked Greenways, and
the Great Lakes Way.

FOTR began paddling the
Rouge in 2003 as interest in
reclaiming the Rouge for rec-
reation and enjoyment grew
due to improving river health
conditions.

The Water Trail Strategic
Plan, developed in 2019, in-
corporates community in-
formed recommendations
for capital improvement,
and fosters the development
of key relationships, and co-
alitions that provide a vehi-
cle for ongoing community
engagement and ownership.

The Lower Rouge Water
Trail Leadership Committee
is the vehicle that connects
people and communities to
this vision to be champions
in their community to do the
heavy lifting to advance built
environment projects.

FOTR chairs the Lower
Rouge Water Trail Leader-
ship Committee, and the
committee includes munici-
palities, community organi-
zations, businesses, passion-
ate individuals, and Wayne
County Parks.

Much of the trail runs
through Wayne County prop-
erty. The committee meets
bi-monthly and leverages its
collective resources and ca-
pacity, to seek state, federal,
and private grant funding to
advance this effort.

FOTR coordinates paddle
trips, promotional and edu-
cational events, and meets
people where they are to
uplift the community and
health benefits of trails. Blue-
‘ways and greenways can help
improve health and quality-
of life by providing places
for exercise, recreation, and
community gatherings.

Through the trail’s lens,
people and communities are
the beneficiaries of our col-
lective restoration, monitor-
ing, and education efforts.
The goal is to restore this
undervalued asset back to
the people and back to com-
munities for their recreation
and enjoyment. Research
shows that people are health-

Primary goals are to:

=Provide opportunities for
schools to engage students in
hands-on, real-world science,
through water quality mon-
itoring of the Rouge River.

=Increase participants
awareness of the Rouge River
watershed by showing them
how they impact the river,
and how its health impacts
them.

=Empower participants to
apply knowledge and aware-
ness gained through the REP
to identify and address en-
vironmental issues in the
Rouge River watershed and
beyond.

The REP is coordinated
and facilitated by FOTR,
who trains K-12 teachers on
how to monitor surface wa-
ter quality through a series
of workshops. Resources are
provided to help them plan
the Rouge River watershed
unit and field trip for their
classroom, along with moni-
toring equipment.

Project highlights in 2023
include:

=4,267 students visited the
banks of the Rouge River for
hands-on river science

=79 teachers trained
through 19 professional de-
velopment opportunities

=Seven schools new to the
program

=141 participants took
1,496 actions in our online
Explore the Rouge activity

*43 students from three
schools participated in a Stu-
dent Symposium where they
interacted, shared, reflected,
and explored

=Partnership with the
GLOBE and NASA-hosted
Aerokats & Rover Education
Network, to provide new
technology for additional
data-collection

Ecorse Creek support
effort

‘With years of urbaniza-
tion, much of the Ecorse
Creek’s historical floodplain
and wetland areas have been
filled in and lost.

As a result, with sub-
stantial storm water flows,
the creek’s water quality
has declined, and flooding
has increased. As a con-
duit of potential contami-
nated sediments, excessive
storm water and combined
sewer overflow (CSO) con-
stituents, there is clear ev-
idence that Ecorse Creek is
impacting the water quality
of the Detroit River at its dis-
charge point, and in turn is
impacting the ability to re-
move several of the Detroit
Area of Concern Beneficial
Use Impairments (BUIs),
which Friends of the De-
troit River (FDR) and De-
troit River Public Advisory
Council (PAC) are working
to address.

With this concern in
mind, FDR worked with the
Alliance of Downriver Wa-
tersheds (ADW) in develop-
ing and implementing the
Ecorse Creek Watershed
Management Plan.

FDR received a grant
through EGLE’s Nonpoint
Source Program to help
identify and implement
projects that can be done to
improve water quality and
coastal wetland habitat. re-

duce flashy flows and flood-
ing conditions, address pub-
lic access, and expand recre-
ational opportunities on the
north and south branches of
the creek.

FDR brought its years of
habitat restoration and wa-
ter quality improvement ex-
perience to help the Ecorse
Creek Committee develop
organizational capacity and
expand its stewardship ca-
pabilities to implement what
needs to be done to begin
tackling many of these prob-
lems within the Ecorse Creek
watershed.

The main objective for this
project was the identification
of potential restoration sites.

This was done using a
suite of environmental, so-
cial, and recreational fac-
tors determined by a vari-
ety of available data sources,
holding public meetings, and
conversations with commu-
nity stakeholders.

FDR focused on sites that
will result in the creation of
things such as stream bank
restoration, fishery improve-
ments, recreational access,
and improvements in in-
stream water quality. FDR
understands the challenges
that environmental justice
(EJ) communities face when
it comes to tackling water
quality related issues due to
a higher percentage of bur-
dens that exist in these com-
munities.

To determine where these
communities are located, al-
locate appropriate attention,
and ensure proper benefits
are received, FDR utilized
available demographic data
and EJ mapping sources to
target potential restoration
sites in these areas.

CLINTON RIVER

$20 million of GLRI fund-
ing has been invested to
complete 11 habitat restora-
tion projects to improve the
health of the river, improve
‘water quality and reduce hu-
man health impacts within
the watershed.

RIVER RAISIN

Eight fish passage proj-
ects have been completed,
which allow fish to migrate
23 miles from Lake Erie up
to Dundee. Additional proj-
ects include enhancing and
restoring wetlands, control-
ling invasive species and
monitoring the sediment re-
mediation area which was
completed in 2016.

SAGINAW RIVER

Since 2010, over $36 mil-
lion in GLRI funds have
helped to monitor, assess,
and reduce sediment and
nutrient runoff. Work con-
tinues to monitor and assess
harmful algal blooms in Sag-
inaw Bay.

ST.CLAIRRIVER

$20 million of GLRI fund-
ing has been invested to
complete 10 projects and
accomplish fish and wild-
life habitat goals. Three river
impairments have been re-
moved, and many studies
were conducted to assess
wildlife contaminant levels,
upgrade sewer and storm
systems and install green
infrastructure.
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ier when there is
access to outdoor recreation
and nature in their commu-
nity.

Rouge Education
Project

The Rouge Education
Project (REP) is a 35+ year
long school-based environ-
mental education program
involving elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools from
across southeastern Michi-

an.

Students learn about the
Rouge River in their class-
room, and then perform
hands-on scientific explora-
tion of the river on a field trip
to its banks.

They assess chemical, bio-
logical, and physical parame-
ters of water quality to deter-
mine overall stream health,
and report their results to
FOTR. Students are further
encouraged to take action to
restore and protect the river
based on their results.

PACHY, ALEXANDER

Alexander Pachy - It is
with deep sadness that
we announce the pass-
ing of Alexander “Al”
Pachy of New Boston,
Michigan, who passed
away on October 9,
2023, at the age of 87.
Al was preceded in
death by his loving wife
Lois, parents Mary and
Julius, and brothers
Charlie, Ted, and Paul.
He is survived by chil-
dren Monica Tomlinson
(Mark), and Scott Pachy
(Kristin), grandchildren

Renee Theising (Andrew), Jeff Tomlinson (Kelly),
Laure Tharpe (Sean), and Tyler Thomas, great-
grandchildren Cameron, Alex, Emerson, CJ, Ella,
Everett, and Noah along with brother Julius and
sisters Kathy, Barb, and Mary Lou. Al was an avid
golfer and outdoorsman and was a lifetime member
of the Huron Sportsman’s Club. He will be remem-
bered for his kindhearted spirit, easy-going person-
ality, strong work ethic, witty sense of humor, and
how deeply he cared for his family and friends. Per
Al’s request, no memorial service will be held. His
cremation will take place at “The Witness Crema-
tory” located inside of Michigan Memorial Funeral
Home. www.mimemorial.com




