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The purpose of this report is to provide communities with updated information related to 

SEMCOG stormwater management activities. This information may help communities meet the 

federal Phase II Stormwater Regulations reporting requirements.  

 

Ours to Protect Campaign 

The goal of the “Our Water. Our Future. Ours to Protect” water quality public education 

campaign is to provide Southeast Michigan residents with simple actions they can take to help 

protect our water resources. The campaign was launched in April 2004 and continues to be used 

by local communities to educate their residents and send one consistent message on water quality 

protection throughout Southeast Michigan. 

 

Business and Government Outreach 

In order to target our key messages to particular audiences, we work with businesses and local 

governments to reach the general public. Businesses and local governments are listed in the 

outreach table.  

 

Large events are used to educate residents in a public venue. Some of the events were more 

regional. Since these events reach such a large number of attendees, take credit for these events 

even if they are not in your specific community. Key annual events that we attended are listed in 

the event table.  

 

Appendix One 
Event Organization City Date 

Automotive Education Day Auto Show Detroit 1/11 

Michigan Home and Garden Expo  Pontiac 3/11 

Detroit Zoo Earth Day Detroit Zoo Royal Oak 4/11 

Ann Arbor Earth Day  City of Ann Arbor Ann Arbor 5/11 

Green Street Fair City of Plymouth Plymouth 5/11 

Farmington Green Expo City of Farmington Farmington 6/11 

Detroit River Days  Detroit 6/11 

Founder’s Day Festival City of Farmington Hills Farmington Hills 7/11 

St. Clair Shores Green Fair City of St.Clair Shores St. Clair Shores 8/11 

 



Materials 

“Seven Simple Steps to Clean Water” materials (including tip cards and posters) are a great way 

to get the clean water message out to Southeast Michigan. Some of the additional ways we 

reached out to local communities with our materials this year was by presenting the program at 

televised city council meetings and during one-on-one meetings with local elected officials and 

staff describing the program and leaving them with tip cards for distribution.  

 Approximately 20,000 items were distributed. 

 

Appendix Two 
City Organization/Business Material 

Auburn Hills Oakland Community College Tip cards 

Detroit Butzel Long Tip cards 

Detroit Wayne State University Tip cards 

Farmington Hills Duo Guard  Tip cards 

Farmington Hills Oakland Community College Tip cards 

Ferndale City of Ferndale Tip cards 

Flat Rock City of Flat Rock Tip cards 

Gibraltar  City of Gibraltar Tip cards  

Highland Lakes Oakland Community College Tip cards 

Highland Park Budco Tip cards 

Novi City of Novi Tip cards 

Plymouth Township Plymouth Township Tip cards 

Southfield Oakland Community College Tip cards 

Southgate City of Southgate Tip cards 

Taylor City of Taylor Tip cards 

Trenton City of Trenton Tip cards 

Troy Microfocus Tip cards 

Troy Delphi Tip cards 

 

Social Media 

SEMCOG maintains and updates Ours to Protect Facebook and Twitter pages. The Facebook 

page has 28 “likes” and the Twitter page has 55 people “following” it. 

 

Web site 

The Ours to Protect Web site (http://www.semcog.org/OursToProtect.aspx) includes actions the 

public can take to protect our water resources. The Web site currently receives approximately 

800 hits per month.  

 

Media 

During 2010 and 2011, the key messages included in the “Seven Simple Steps to Clean Water” 

were made available to the media via SEMCOG’s Regional Update, public service 

announcements and videos online, press releases. The videos are: 

 Scoop your pooch’s poop  

 Easy lawn-care tips 

 Household hazardous waste drop-off tips 

 Save water with earth-friendly landscaping 

 Car-care solutions to water pollution 

 Protect our environment: save water 

 Help keep pollution out of storm drains 

 

 

 

 

http://www.semcog.org/OursToProtect.aspx


Press releases: 
 

Appendix Three 
6/4/2011 Water Week, June 5-13, celebrates Southeast Michigan's vast water 

resources 

 

 

 

Municipal Training 

In July 2006, SEMCOG initiated a program to train municipal employees on good housekeeping 

practices at municipal facilities. Since then, the training program has evolved to assist 

communities in meeting all elements of federal stormwater regulations while continuing to help 

communities protect our valuable water resources.  

 

One training session was held this year in five separate locations that specifically related to local 

government compliance with environmental regulations (see attached Appendices for attendance 

lists): 

 

 Municipal Operations: How small changes can make big improvements in water quality, 

March 17, March 24, April 4, April 5, and April 20, 2011 

http://www.semcog.org/ProgramsProjects.aspx?id=4294970442 

 

SEMCOG Staff Stormwater Services 

SEMCOG works to provide efficient and effective stormwater services directly to the region’s 

local governments to help improve our local water resources and to meet permit requirements. In 

2010/2011, SEMCOG has helped to provide this service in two ways:  

1) Performing environmental audits of municipal properties for SWPPP and PIPP 

development, and good housekeeping recommendations.  

 

2) Performing Stormwater Events through facilitating meetings, giving 

presentations, and participating in workgroups on behalf of the region. 

 

Appendix Four 

Environmental Audits Performed 
Environmental Audit Event Organization 

Environmental walk-through of facility, 

PIPP development 

City of Auburn Hills 

Environmental walk-through of facility, 

SWPPP development 

Village of Clarkston 

Environmental walk-through of three facilities, SWPPP 

development 

Commerce Township 

Environmental walk-through of facilities, SWPPP and 

PIPP development 

City of Dearborn Heights 

Environmental walk-through of three facilities 

SWPPP and PIPP development 

Village of Dexter 

Environmental walk-through of maintenance facility, 

SWPPP and PIPP development 

Monroe County Community College 

Environmental walk-through of facility, 

SWPPP and PIPP development 

City of Northville 

Environmental walk-through of facilities, SWPPP and 

PIPP development 

City of Rochester 

Environmental walk-through of facilities, 

SWPPP and PIPP development 

City of Rochester Hills  

Environmental walk-through of three facilities, City of Saline 

http://www.semcog.org/ProgramsProjects.aspx?id=4294970442


SWPPP and PIPP development as needed 

Environmental walk-through of facilities, 

SWPPP and PIPP development 

City of Sterling Heights 

Environmental walk-through of two facilities, 

SWPPP and PIPP development  

City of Trenton 

Environmental walk-through of facilities, 

SWPPP and PIPP development 

City of Troy 

Environmental walk-through of four facilities, SWPPP and 

PIPP development as needed 

City of Warren 

Environmental walk-through of facilities, SWPPP and 

PIPP development  

Washtenaw County Road Commission 

Environmental walk-through of facilities, 

SWPPP development 

Washtenaw County Drain Commission 

Environmental walk-through of road and parks facilities, 

Pollution Prevention Plan development 

Wayne County Department of Public 

Services 

Environmental walk-through of facility, 

SWPPP and PIPP development 

City of Woodhaven 

Environmental walk-through of four facilities, SWPPP and 

development  

Ypsilanti Township 

 

Appendix Five 
 Stormwater Educational Outreach  
Stormwater Event Organization City Date 

Facilitated three Southeast Michigan Partners for 

Clean Water Meetings 

SEMCOG with 

communities 

Detroit, MI 2/3/11, 

4/4/11, 

8/10/11 

Presented at the Michigan Forestry and Parks 

Association annual meeting on incorporating LID 

practices in urban forestry settings 

MFPA Okemos, MI 4/13/11 

Presented at the APWA workshop on Fleet 

Maintenance Issues regarding the Phase II permit 

and municipal operations 

APWA Bellaire, MI 5/24/11 

An onsite stormwater training was developed and 

presented to the Monroe County Community 

College Maintenance Staff  

MCCC Monroe, MI 7/13/11 

Attended four Downriver Community Conference 

Meetings to educate members on water quality 

education programs and initiatives (such as 

environmental audits, upcoming trainings, etc.) 

DCC Southgate, 

MI 

1/11/11, 

2/8/11, 

4/12/11, 

8/9/11 

 

 

SEMCOG regularly participates in the Downriver Community Conference (DCC) to make 

connections between stormwater, roads, and DPW operations and to provide stormwater updates 

to Department of Public Works staff of the following communities. The DCC meets monthly and 

consists of the following communities: 

 

Appendix Six 
Downriver Community Conference Member Communities 
Community Regular Member 

Allen Park Doug Morton, Director of Public Services 

 Brownstown Twp. Mark Gahry, Director of Public Services 

 Dearborn 

 

Jim Murray, DPW Director 

Dearborn Heights 

 

Jack Franzil, City Administrator 

 Ecorse 

 

Scott Davidson,, DPW Director 

Flat Rock Bruce Hammond, Director of Public Services 

 Gibraltar 

 

Mark Kibby, City Administrator 



Grosse Ile Twp. 

 

Barry Sedlock, Director of Public Services 

 Huron Township 

 

Bruce Wood, DPW Director 

Lincoln Park 

 

Robert Bartok, DPS Superintendent 

Melvindale 

 

Randy Burns, DPW & Water Supply 

River Rouge 

 

William Campbell, DPW Superintendent 

Riverview 

 

Larry Hunter, Director of Public Works 

Rockwood 

 

Adam Grabetz, DPW Director 

Romulus 

 

Tom Wilson, DPW Director 

Southgate 

 

Keith Tackett, DPW Director 

Taylor 

 

Dave Mackie, DPW Executive Director 

Sean McGuckin, DPW Director Trenton 

 

Eric Witte, Director of Public Works 

Woodhaven 

 

Scott Foland, Director of Engineering & Public Services 

Wyandotte 

 

Gary Ellison, DPS Superintendent 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


